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PhD Education Contract 

for PhD students of the Karl Landsteiner University of Health Sciences 

concluded between the 

Karl Landsteiner Privatuniversität für Gesundheitswissenschaften GmbH 
as the tertiary educational institution, hereinafter referred to as “KL” 

 

and  

< Name of PhD Student> 

<Address> 

hereinafter referred to as ”the PhD student”. 

 

comprises the 

 

☒  PhD Programme Mental Health and Neuroscience 

 

Reduced period of study (lateral entry):   ☐yes   ☒ no 

 

Payment per semester    3500 EUR 

Tuition fee  21000 EUR (for a total of six 
semesters) 

 

 

with a regular period of study of 8 semesters beginning on <date>.  
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The contracting parties agree as follows:  

 

1. Subject and basis of the Education Contract 
 
a) The subject of this contract is the student’s education and training as a 

participant in the PhD programme. 
b) KL will provide the contractual education and training services on the basis of the 

curriculum for the PhD programme. The contracting parties expressly agree that 
KL’s General Terms and Conditions (GTC) and all relevant degree programme 
regulations as amended apply to this contractual relationship, and the student 
acknowledges and accepts these by signing this contract. 
 

2. PhD study agreement 
 
a) The PhD study agreement will be enclosed to this education contract. It regulates 

the formal admission requirements for the respective PhD programme. 
b) The enrolment in the PhD programme starts with the formal approval of the PhD 

study agreement by the PhD degree director and the signing of this contract of 
both parties. The PhD programme lasts for 8 semesters, including a 6-month 
orientation phase prior to the submission of the study agreement, a 3-year (6-
semester) training programme, and an optional stay abroad of up to 6 months. 
 

3. Services performed by KL 
 
a) In accordance with KL’s GTC and degree programme regulations outlined in the 

curriculum, on which this contractual relationship is based (see point 1.2 GTC), KL 
will provide education and training services by holding or providing access to the 
courses within the specified course categories outlined in the curriculum; KL will 
provide the education and training services for the agreed, standard duration of 
the degree programme. During the period in which KL provides such services, KL 
will ensure the provision of adequate facilities and qualified teaching staff. 
Attention is expressly drawn to KL’s right to amend the services in accordance 
with point 10 GTC. 

b) KL also agrees to administer the examinations provided for in the curriculum, to 
issue proof of achievement, and issue an appropriate certificate upon successful 
completion of the entire PhD programme. 

c) However, KL does not accept liability of any kind whatsoever or provide any 
warranty that the PhD student will successfully complete the degree programme. 

d) Upon successful completion of the degree programme, KL will admit the PhD 
student to the academic degree specified in the curriculum. 
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4. Rights of the Student 
 

The PhD student is entitled to: 

- use teaching and research facilities provided by KL, as well as the library, in 
accordance with degree programme regulations; 

- complete courses in accordance with the curriculum and degree programme 
regulations, and take examinations; 

- receive information regarding course objectives, content and methods in 
accordance with the curriculum; 

- receive confirmation of successful completion of the degree programme after 
passing all examinations and achieving positive grades for all other requirements 
in accordance with the curriculum, most importantly for publicly defending the 
PhD thesis (defensio) in front of a thesis defense examination board. 

 

5. Duties of the PhD student 
 
a) The PhD student is obliged to make timely payment of the entire tuition fee 

specified for the degree programme and the enrolment category per semester, in 
accordance with clause 8 of this contract and within the payment period as 
notified by KL.  

b) The PhD student must observe the provisions of this contract, the GTC and the 
degree programme regulations (see point 1.2 GTC). 

c) In order to receive a positive final grade for the PhD programme, the PhD student 
is required to personally participate in and attend courses and practical 
components in accordance with the degree programme regulations. The 
permitted absence is 20% (twenty percent) of prescribed mandatory courses. 
Days or hours of absence are calculated on the basis of the courses contained in 
the curriculum and their specified duration in days or hours. Exceptions from the 
mandatory attendance requirement (e.g., due to illness) and compensatory tasks 
to be completed must be agreed with the PhD programme coordinator on the 
basis of the requirements of the curriculum, and require the expressed 
agreement of the PhD degree director. 

d) In accordance with the curriculum, PhD students are required to substantially 
contribute to the writing of scientific publications. 

e) The PhD student agrees to treat the resources provided by KL with care and to 
comply with KL’s applicable degree programme regulations and safety provisions, 
as published on the KL website at www.kl.ac.at (see point 1.2 GTC). In this 
connection, attention is expressly drawn to point 17 GTC. Any damage caused by 
PhD students must be reported immediately to the PhD degree director or PhD 
degree administration. Unless damage caused to KL by the PhD student is 
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covered by the liability insurance taken out on the students’ behalf (see point 7 
GTC), the PhD student must compensate KL for such damage. 

f) KL publishes on its website the applicable degree programme and organisational 
requirements to be observed by the PhD student, at www.kl.ac.at/agb,  
and https://www.kl.ac.at/de/studium-weiterbildung/phd-program-mental-health-
and-neuroscience, http://www.kl.ac.at/satzung. The PhD student undertakes to 
regularly obtain the most recent version of the degree programme and 
organisational requirements, and to comply with them. 

g) The PhD student is also obliged to observe the principles of good scientific 
practice in accordance with the relevant KL guidelines. 

h) The PhD student must actively and constructively participate in courses with a 
view to efficient and effective implementation of the degree programme, and is 
obliged to follow the instructions of the PhD degree director and other KL 
officials and governing bodies, in particular insofar as these relate to the 
organisation of teaching and the degree programme, rules of conduct, 
compliance with KL guidelines and KL ordinances and those of its cooperation 
partners, as well as adherence to academic standards and good scientific 
practice. 
In the event of non-compliance with this obligation, KL is entitled to disallow 
fulfilment of course requirements, withdraw confirmations of fulfilment or 
demand repetition of fulfilment, as well as to revoke the PhD student’s degree 
and/or terminate the Education Contract in accordance with point 13 GTC. 

i) The PhD student also has a duty of cooperation in other cases of damages in 
which KL or a third party has taken out insurance to cover the PhD student’s risk 
(e.g. teaching hospitals, etc.) and an insurance benefit can only be claimed on the 
basis of co-operation by the student (provision of information, submission of 
documentary proof, consent to collection of personal data, etc.); the PhD student 
will be obliged to compensate KL or the third party for the damages it suffers in 
case of breach of this duty of co-operation. 

 

6. Duty of confidentiality 
 
a) The PhD student agrees to keep strictly confidential all information, data, and 

messages received during the course of the degree programme ("confidential 
information”), as well as information obtained during their studies at KL, at a KL 
cooperation partner (especially the St. Pölten, Krems and Tulln university 
hospitals), or at another teaching institution attended during the course of the 
degree programme, regarding the institution, its employees, its patients and their 
relatives, and in particular to comply with all relevant legal provisions relating to 
hospitals and professional rules in respect of duty of confidentiality (in particular 
medical confidentiality) and obligation to secrecy. The PhD student’s duty of 
confidentiality also applies in respect of each respective educational institution 
(e.g. university hospital, teaching hospital, teaching medical practice, and any 

http://www.kl.ac.at/agb
https://www.kl.ac.at/de/studium-weiterbildung/phd-program-mental-health-and-neuroscience
https://www.kl.ac.at/de/studium-weiterbildung/phd-program-mental-health-and-neuroscience
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location where a clinical traineeship and practical training are completed). In this 
regard, the PhD student declares that he/she has obtained information about 
and is aware of the duty of confidentiality to be observed. In case of doubt, 
information is to be treated confidentially. Any information that becomes known 
to the PhD student, and which the PhD student deems not to be confidential, 
must not be passed on to third parties without first consulting the degree 
programme director or the director of the training institution with regard to the 
nature and content of the information concerned and the duty to treat the 
information confidentially. 

b) The PhD student further agrees to use all confidential information exclusively for 
study-related purposes. Disclosure of confidential information to third parties in 
any form whatsoever is prohibited. The duty of confidentiality does not apply to 
information, which, at the time it is obtained, is lawfully known to the public, or 
has lawfully been made available to the student or is made known to the public 
in compliance with the law or through court or administrative order. 

c) The duty of confidentiality will continue to apply after the PhD student has 
completed the degree programme. 

 

7. Miscellaneous rights of KL 
 
a) The PhD student consents to being filmed during courses and practical 

components of the degree programme, and agrees that any resulting video or 
sound recordings of the PhD student made by KL may be used without any 
restriction in time, space and content for teaching and research purposes, in 
particular to be made available as audio-visual products on the internet through 
password-protected learning management systems. 

b) The PhD student consents to the storage and processing of their personal data 
required for these purposes, in particular the storage of their voice and image for 
the purpose of teaching and research in the context of the aforementioned 
courses and practical components. In accordance with data protection 
provisions, this consent may be revoked in writing at any time. 

c) KL is entitled to use photographs depicting the PhD student or that are taken in 
connection with their studies at KL free of charge for marketing purposes during 
and after completion of the degree programme. The PhD student transfers all 
rights to such photographs to KL for continued and repeated use. 

d) The logo used by KL is protected by copyright and may not be used by the PhD 
student for other purposes. 

e) The PhD student agrees to submit personal statistical data in accordance with 
legal requirements. 

f) If the PhD student receives a scholarship or grant, KL is entitled to provide the 
office of the provider of the scholarship with information requested about the 
PhD student’s performance and participation in the degree programme. In this 
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regard the PhD student grants the provider of the scholarship a separate right to 
access such information. 

g) The PhD student transfers to KL exclusive rights of exploitation of the works 
created by the PhD student in connection with their studies at KL, in the meaning 
of the Austrian Copyright Act, indefinitely and beyond the end of the period of 
study. KL is entitled to transfer the rights of exploitation. Such transfer is not 
subject to remuneration. The provisions of the Copyright Act will apply. 

h) KL shall be exclusively entitled to all rights to inventions developed by the PhD 
student in connection with the degree programme. The PhD student will notify 
KL, represented by his/her PhD thesis supervisor, of any such inventions 
immediately. Section 7(2) and 7(3) Patents Act will apply with any necessary 
modifications. KL must declare within three months of notification of an 
invention whether it intends to assert its claim to the invention. In the event that 
KL declares in writing that it does not wish to assert a claim to the invention, the 
rights will belong to the respective PhD student. In such cases the PhD student 
grants KL exclusive and unlimited rights of exploitation of the invention for an 
indefinite period. KL is entitled to transfer the rights of exploitation. 

 

8. Tuition fee 
 
a) As a prerequisite for participating in the courses and training specified in the 

curriculum, the PhD student is required to pay the tuition fee for six (6) 
semesters, even though the degree programme has a duration of eight (8) 
semesters (including a 6-month orientation phase prior to the submission of the 
study agreement and an optional stay abroad of up to 6 months). The tuition fee 
must be paid prior to the start of each payable semester, within the period 
specified by KL, and in the amount applicable at the time the Education Contract 
is concluded and according to the respective enrolment category. Currently, the 
tuition fee is EUR 3,500 per semester, payable for 6 semesters. 
A partial or full waiver of the tuition fee may be granted in cases where the PhD 
student 
– is employed by a KL cooperation partner (e.g., the St. Pölten, Krems, or Tulln 
university hospitals), or 
– is directly employed by KL or financed through third-party funding at KL solely 
for the purpose of conducting the PhD research specified in the PhD Study 
Agreement. 
A professional development agreement (Weiterbildungsvereinbarung) must be 
concluded only with PhD students who are directly employed by KL. This 
agreement must be attached to the Education Contract. 

b) The PhD student must bear any bank charges. Late payment of the tuition fee is 
considered a significant breach of the PhD student’s obligations under this 
contract and entitles KL to terminate the contract as provided for in point 13 GTC. 
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c) Attention is drawn to the student’s obligation to pay the PhD student’s union fee 
in accordance with point 6.3 GTC. 

 
9. Termination of the Education Contract 

 
a) The Education Contract expires when the PhD student has completed the PhD 

degree programme (i.e. after he/she has successfully defended her/his PhD 
thesis in front of an examination board as detailed in the curriculum), or has 
received a negative grade for the submitted thesis (specified in the curriculum) or 
for the third attempt of a thesis defensio.  

b) The Contract also terminates in the case of termination by KL in the meaning of 
point 13.2 GTC. 

c) Following termination of the Education Contract, the PhD student is no longer 
entitled to attend KL courses, to take exams, or to use the facilities and services 
provided by KL. 

 
10. Applicable law, jurisdiction and severability clause 
 

a) This contract is governed exclusively by Austrian law to the exclusion of conflict of 
law rules, as specified in point 18.3 GTC. 

b) The exclusive place of jurisdiction for all legal disputes arising from this Education 
Contract is the competent court in Krems an der Donau, unless other mandatory 
requirements relating to jurisdiction apply. 

c) If any provision(s) of this Contract is/are void or ineffective, this does not affect 
the effectiveness of the remaining provisions. The contracting parties undertake 
in good faith to replace the void or ineffective provision with a provision which 
comes closest to its economic effect. 
 

For Karl Landsteiner Privatuniversität  PhD Student  
für Gesundheitswissenschaften GmbH 
 

Krems, on_________________________  ________________________________ 

                                  Date   Place, Date 

 

_____________________________________  ________________________________ 
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Rudolf Mallinger Name/Title 
Rector 

 

________________________________ 
Maga. Sabine Siegl-Amerer 
Prorector 
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List of annexes: 
- PhD Study Agreement 
- General Terms and Conditions (GTC) 
- Deviating provisions on the General Terms and Conditions for PhD Students 
 


